
Dean Suzuki Blog 

Title:   Lync 2013 on a Mac 

Created:   10/25/2012 

Description: 

I have been working with alot of customers with Mac’s.   They have been asking me how does Lync 2013 

work on a Mac.   Microsoft has Lync 2011 client for a Mac.    

Today, I ran some tests with the Lync 2011 for Mac connecting to a Lync 2013 server.  Also, I tested the 

new Lync 2013 web client on the Mac. 

 

Test #1:   Lync 2011 for Mac connecting to Lync 2013 server 

There is an update for the Lync 2011 client (14.0.1).   I loaded it.  I was able to connect the Lync 2011 

client to Lync 2013 server with no problems.  I was able to IM with a Lync PC user, escalate to audio, add 

video, and the PC user shared their desktop.  I could control the PC’s user’s desktop.   I noticed that I 

could share the Mac user’s desktop with the PC user.   However, the PC user can’t take control of the 

Mac user’s desktop. 

Here is the Lync 2011 client. 

   

Begin an IM conversation with Alex Darrow. 



 

Add Audio, Video, and Desktop share.  I am seeing the PC user’s desktop below. 

 

 

Test #2:   Joining a Lync 2013 scheduled meeting using the new Lync 2013 web client 

Lync 2013 introduces a new Lync 2013 web client.   I was able to join the web conference using Safari 

browser.  I got a prompt to download and install a pkg.   I downloaded it (about 9.4MB) and installed it.  

After that, I got a pretty full featured Lync 2013 web client experience. 

I click the Join meeting link in the e-mail invitation and it launches Safari.   I enter my name and click 

“Join the meeting”.   I get a prompt to download the pkg.   I download it and install it (by double-clicking 

once it’s downloaded). 



 

Got a warning prompt.   Checked “Allow” 

 

Joined into the meeting.  I was able to see the PC user’s video.  I could enable my video camera on my 

Macbook.   Two-way audio was also working. 

 

Note the Multi-party video is a new feature in Lync 2013 and it works in the browser on the Mac. 



 

I could add the Participant list so I could see who was in the meeting and who is speaking and who is 

muted.   If this was a conference call, I wouldn’t need to ask “Who just joined” this call. 

 

I could add the IM window and also do IM with the other folks. 



 

Once I was promoted to a Presenter, I could share content.   This capability is available from the web 

browser.    

 



I shared my desktop.  The Mac puts a green outline around the entire desktop to remind me that I’m 

sharing the desktop. 

 

Here is a view of the Mac desktop being shared from the PC user’s Lync client (see below). 



s

 

I noticed that I couldn’t allow the PC user to take control of my Mac desktop (same as the Lync 2011 

client).   However, the Lync 2013 web client on the Mac is pretty full featured. 

 

 

 

 


